
June 2021

Dear Members of the MLHS Class of 2025:

Congratulations on your graduation from 8th grade! This has been a year like no other. We all need a
summer to rejuvenate and get back on track. Not only can reading provide a needed escape, it is an
excellent way to keep your mind sharp and ready for a new school year. Our summer reading program is
designed to bridge the gap between school years and to give all ninth graders a common focus for
discussion in September.

In your English 9 classroom, the 2021-22 school year will begin with a study of a book assigned for
required summer reading: We Were Liars by E. Lockhart.

This year’s selection has been a New York Times bestseller, and author John Green called it “thrilling,
beautiful, and blisteringly smart….utterly unforgettable.” The narrator of this modern suspense novel,
Cadence Sinclair, experiences a mysterious accident one summer that leaves her with total amnesia. But
what actually happened? The novel raises interesting questions about identity, belonging, social class, and
diversity.

Focus questions have been provided to help you think about some of the main ideas as you read. You will
be given an assessment of your reading during the first few days of September, so you will find that taking
some notes, keeping track of your thoughts as you read, will be helpful.

We suggest that you purchase your own copy of the book so that you can take notes in the text to better
support your review in September. The book is widely available from online booksellers and book stores.

Have an enjoyable summer. Happy reading, and we’ll see you in September!

Sincerely,

N. Paul Henry
Supervisor of English and Fine Arts
phenry@mlschools.org

Students entering 9th Grade English (ONE book):
We Were Liars by E. Lockhart

FOCUS:
• Consider the moral questions raised by this novel. How are
racism, land ownership, inheritance, materialism, greed, and
manipulation handled by Lockhart? In your opinion, what
can the characters and readers learn about these thematic
ideas?
• Is the Sinclair family acting of their own free will or are
they in some way moving through patterns established in
fairy tales and in life that have existed long before them?


